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hop: Joseph Ratzinger. He is now Pope Benedict XVI.
ell on his sword last weekend. He assumed total responsibil-
decision to re-admit Hullermann to pastoral care work and
tzinger had not been informed. Vatican spokesman Federico
as just as quick to accuse anyone who might imply personal
lity on Ratzinger's part of a media witch hunt against the

g Gruber is telling the truth, one still wonders if Hullermann
had a chance to abuse children as a priest in 1986 had
nly done what decency and common sense would have dic-
any people in 1980: calling police and removing Hullermann
ct with children. But in the looking-glass, make-believe world
Catholic Church hierarchy, the Church’s own policy probably
ch athing. Ironically, this is so according to Ratzinger himself.
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alling laying off 320 court employees a solution to the budget-
ary deficit is like putting a cast on a patient’s healthy foot,
when he has an ailing heart.
The reason why there is a deficit is not due to an overstaff-
dilemma in the court staff arena. It is because inefficiency
is being tolerated on a daily basis. | invite the reader to go to their local
courthouse, and spend a few minutes in a criminal courtroom to observe
the execution of the daily calendar. You will find that many, if not most
of the defendants, have either a mental illness, a substance abuse
addiction, or both. These defendants are most likely being prosecuted
for offenses such as drinking alcohol in public, theft of a candy bar, or
sleeping on the sidewalk,

Now, take note of the following resources that are being exhausted to
deal with a matter such as sleeping on the sidewalk, Two police have to
make an arrest, transport the person to the station, and draft a police
report, which will probably take four hours. Then, another police officer
has to process the parson and book him or her, taking another two
hours, This parson (8 then brought to court on a bus, staffed by Los
Angeles County Sherlff's deputies. A filing prosecutor spends time read-
ing the report and filing a charge. A public defender then spends at least

wing the report and advising the person, Then the person is
‘Wwhere more police are needed to assist,
Ivioes of a judge, prosecutor, court reporter, and
L aaded to address the matter, The person is then
10 funding is used to provide for food, living
Ipenses, I'm sure | am neglecting to mention
alved In this process behind the scenes..
lire 1o Implement publicly funded residential
Auoh people, not under-used court staff, Rather
jiting time and money on prosecuting the men-
apend a fractlon of the price and bulld support
ot back on thelr feet, This would avold
L, hard worklng court staff, who are every bit
Vory laws perpatuated by the system,
uire to the deflolt: Wall-trained and able

I Jobs and health oare banefits so that the
inkod m:'}ﬂ."m?'u?' oountry, can continue

g on the benoh afterhours, The real
he homaeless and underprivileged, which
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has the effect of jamming and swamping the court system. | cry out to
the smart and influential people in Sacramento to stop putting casts on
healthy bones, and rather, treat the alling hearts.

Apparently, publicly funded rehabilitative institutions and services
existed until the era of President/Governor Ronald Reagan. But they
were cut because of a deflolt, As theold saying goes: “You can pay now,
or you pay later," RIght now, we are paying dearly,
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